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MMI celebrates the Class of 2019

MMI conducted its 127th commencement ceremony on May 23
as seniors were awarded diplomas by Acting Head of School William

A. Shergalis, Ph.D. '58 and
Chairman of the Board of

Directors John H. Hersker '76.

This year’s graduating
class of 42 seniors amassed
more than $6.2 million
in merit scholarships
and awards. The 2019
graduating class also
attained an average score
of 1254 on the Redesigned
SAT. The Class of 2019’s
average ACT score was 26.

Members of the Class of
2019 were accepted at more
than 75% of the colleges
they applied to and will
attend 22 different colleges
and universities this fall.

During commencement
exercises, valedictorian
Alexander Gerard Kline
reflected on his classmates
and teachers and how the
Class of 2019 came together
as a community.

Kline said, “What makes
our class so amazing is not
the merits of its individual
members but how well we
meshed with one another.
In a world characterized by
divisions and polarity, I'd
like to challenge the Class
of 2019 to bring the same
sense of mutual respect,
decency, and cohesion that
you brought to MMI to

wherever you find yourself in
the future. The world will be
better off for it.” He added, “And while no two of us experienced
MMI the same way, it has undoubtedly been a powerful force in
shaping the people we are today and who we will be tomorrow.”

Salutatorian Frederick Mejia welcomed those in attendance and
reminded all to live in the present and appreciate each moment
before it becomes just a
memory. Mejia said, “To put
it simply, all I ask from us is
to try and enjoy the present
while it’s still the present.
Tonight is the grand finale
and culmination of the Class
of 2019’s high school career.
It's the most important
night of our lives thus far
and it'll only happen once,
so remember to live in the
moment.”

Class President Nicholas
Michael Carrato shared some
memories of the Class of 2019
and asked his classmates to
answer the questions of what
they want to do in their lives
and, more importantly, who
they want to become.

Carrato said, “In a few
hours, we will be leaving MMI
as the newest group of alumni.
Yes, we have thrived as a
collective throughout our time
together, but unfortunately,
come August, our classes
are going to be a little larger
than 22 people. However, if
there is one certainty from
our experience, it is that
these minor challenges we
faced along the way have
all contributed to us, as
individuals, to discover who
we want to be. Our collective
‘who’ is immortalized within

the walls of MML.”
Andrew Krzywicki Straw '75,
the global portfolio manager for fiber optic connectivity product
development at Corning Incorporated and a former Colonel in the

MMI Class of 2019

(continued on page 5)
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From the Acting Head of School

MMI’s year-end activities were highlighted by the 140th anniversary of the founding of
the School. On May 7, the entire student body, along with faculty and staff, celebrated with
a brief assembly program where the early days of MMI were described taking the audience
through the relocation from Drifton to Freeland, ultimately settling in our current location.
Additionally, the connection between MMI and Lehigh University was mentioned. The
program concluded with cupcakes for everyone. Another exciting part of the day focused on a
“flash” fund drive orchestrated by our Director of Advancement, Kim McNulty. The campaign
asked for 140 $14 dollar donations to be made, or multiples thereof, during a 24-hour period.
Many alumni and friends responded to the call, including many first-time and young alumni
donors. We are thankful for all those who participated to help us raise more than $11,500!
This was well over our initial goal and made the effort a great success.

Commencement, the day that seniors and their parents await with so many expectations,
concluded the academic year. Forty-two students joined the ranks of the alumni that evening.
Twenty-one students were recognized for their achievements in both academics and athletics in this accomplished class.
Andrew Straw, MMI class of 1975, gave the Founder’s Day address.

Earlier in April and May, 19 MMI students earned Tst awards and 15 students earned 2nd awards at the Pennsylvania
Junior Academy of Science state competition held at Penn State University; and others earned top placements in the
state Future Business Leaders of America Competition, with seven students moving on to the national event in June. The
Envirothon team swept the top five spots at the Luzerne County competition, while also placing 7th, 9th, 20th, and 26th
out of 28 teams.

The spring sports of baseball and softball saw the Preppers qualifying for the District playoffs. The Lady Preppers
unfortunately did not advance, but the boys reached the finals where they narrowly missed the top spot and were runners-
up this year. Another highlight of the spring sports season was the naming of the MMI softball field as Warner Field. This
came as a donation from the Warner Family a four-generation MMI family.

All of these events and honors allowed a hectic academic year to conclude on an uplifting note. It also marks the end of
my time as Acting Head of School, and | am grateful to the Board of Directors for giving me the honor of leading my alma
mater again.

| am excited to turn the leadership role over to Justin Kleinheider and | am looking forward to his energy and expertise
in guiding MMI in the years ahead.

| remind all alumni and friends of MMI’s Alumni Weekend August 2 and 3, with the 14th Annual Wall of Fame Awards
Dinner on Saturday, August 3.

Sincerely,

Wolliare Q»W

William A. Shergalis, Ph.D. ’58
Acting Head of School

MMI Today is the official newsletter of

MMI Preparatory School (570) 636-1108

154 Centre Street (570) 636-0742 (fax)

Freeland, PA 18224 mmi@mmiprep.org (email)
www.mmiprep.org (Internet)

Justin Kleinheider — Head of School William A. Shergalis, Ph.D. '58 - Joseph G. Rudawski — President Emeritus

President Emeritus/Acting Head of School




Justin S. Kleinheider chosen as new Head of School

The MMI Board of Directors announced on May 8 that
Justin S. Kleinheider has been appointed as MMI's new Head of
School. He began his tenure on July 1.

Kleinheider is a New Jersey native with nearly 20 years
of experience as a teacher and administrator in independent
schools. He comes to MMI from Thomas Jefferson Independent
Day School in Joplin, Missouri, where he oversaw the liberal
arts, college preparatory curricular program in grades pre-
kindergarten through 12.

In addition to curricular oversight, Kleinheider worked
directly with faculty on professional development and was
an active participant in daily student life. He led the school’s
accreditation process and self-study for ISACS (Independent
School Association of Central States) and served on
accreditation visiting teams for several independent schools,
most recently co-chairing a visiting team.

Kleinheider holds a Master of Arts in Liberal Studies
from Dartmouth College and a Bachelor of Arts in History
from Kenyon College. He was a Fellow in the National
Association for Independent Schools (NAIS) Aspiring Heads
Program, participated in the ISACS Leadership Academy: The
Business of Leading Schools with the Kellogg School Center
for Nonprofit Management, and has presented at the NAIS
Annual Conference. He has served as a reader for the AP
United States History Exam for five years. Three times awarded
the Distinguished Educator Award in Joplin, he was also the
Golden Apple Winner for Outstanding Upper School Teacher in
2018.

As a teacher and administrator, Kleinheider has a passion
for independent schools and their place in today’s education
system. His professional career began at Culver Military
Academy in Culver, Indiana, where he was a history teaching
fellow, coached boys’ and girls’ tennis, and served in dormitory
supervision. After completing the teaching fellow program,
he served as a history instructor, newspaper advisor, and
tennis coach at University School in Hunting Valley, Ohio, for
seven years. His next position was at Thomas Jefferson, where
he began as a history instructor for both middle and upper

schools and moved into administration as Dean of Boys and
then ultimately Academic Dean - all while remaining an active
classroom teacher.

Kleinheider’s appointment is the
culmination of a national search
performed by a committee made
up of current and former board
members. Serving on the committee
were John H. Hersker '76, Board
Chair; Llewellyn F. Dryfoos '82; Lisa
Finkelstein; William Loftus '62; and
Stanley B. Warner III '92. The search
committee considered a number of
qualified candidates before selecting
Kleinheider as its finalist. Before a
final recommendation was made to
the board, various constituencies
of the School were involved in the search process and the
feedback obtained was used in the board’s eventual selection of
Kleinheider as Head of School.

MMI Board Chair John H. Hersker said, “We are very excited
to have found a leader like Mr. Kleinheider who embraces
MMI's mission and unique place in the culture of northeastern
Pennsylvania, and has the desired experience, energy, and
enthusiasm to build on MMI's reputation for academic
excellence. We look forward to welcoming Mr. Kleinheider and
his family into our community.”

Justin S. Kleinheider

Kleinheider, his wife, Michelle, and children Ronan, 6, and
Eliot, 3, will reside in the MMI Head of School Home, which is
on the School’s campus.

“MMI serves as a beacon of academic excellence for the
region and it is an honor to be asked to lead such a vibrant,
engaged, educational community,” Kleinheider said. “From the
beginning of the process, I have been incredibly impressed with
MMI'’s mission of rigorous academics and character building
as well as the way faculty and parents empower students to
advocate for themselves in preparation for a life of learning.
The Kleinheider family cannot wait to arrive in Freeland.” a

MMI wins regional Envirothon competition and teams
featuring 45 students place in the top 26 overall

Forty-five MMI students placed in the top 26 during the
regional Envirothon competition, including the team of
Alexander Sessock, Kaitlyn McGeehan, Kai Mele, Dominique
Kline, and Benjamin Putnam, who captured first
place in the event. The winning team represented
MMI and Luzerne County at the Pennsylvania
Envirothon state competition at the University of
Pittsburgh’s Johnstown campus.

Twenty-eight teams from Wyoming Area,
Nanticoke Area, Hanover Area, Northwest Area,
and MMI took part in the competition. MMI had
the largest showing among the schools, with 9
teams and 45 students. MMI captured the top
five spots in the competition and placed seventh,
ninth, 20th and 26th. MMI Science Department
Chair Michael Mele and Science instructor Amanda
Shonk served as faculty advisors.

The first-place team scored 399 out of a possible 500 points
and finished with the highest overall score for the Forestry,
Aquatics, and Wildlife category. The second-place team of

MMI captured first place in the regional Envirothon competition and advanced
to the state competition. Pictured are, from left: Michael Mele, MM Science
Department Chair/Envirothon Advisor; Kai Mele; Alexander Sessock; Kaitlyn
McGeehan; Benjamin Putnam; Dominique Kline; and Josh Longmore, Envirothon
Coordinator/Luzerne Conservation District Manager.

(continued on page 13)




e Class of 2019

Mahum Ahmed, daughter of Dr. Asad
and Dr. Bina Ahmed, Mountaintop,
University of Pittsburgh — Literature and
Pre-Medicine.

Kaitlyn Marie Bellizia, daughter of
Thomas and the late Mary Ann Bellizia,
Sugarloaf, Point Park University Honors
Program — Theatre Arts: Performance &
Practices.

Emmanuel Elias Bisono, son of Juan
and Cecilia Bisono, Hazle Township,
University of Scranton — Entrepreneurship.

Elliot McAllister Blasko, son of Mark
‘86 and Susan Blasko, White Haven,
University of Pittsburgh — Information
Science.

Elizabeth Antonia Borchick, daughter
of Lance and Cynthia Borchick, Drums,
University of Pittsburgh — Biological
Sciences and Pre-Medicine.

Nicholas Michael Carrato, son of Dr.
Anthony and Carmine Carrato, Hazleton,
The Pennsylvania State University —
Supply Chain Management & Information
Systems.

Joel Daniel Cruz, son of Nilsa Cruz,
Hazleton, The Pennsylvania State
University — Undeclared.

Andrew David Decker, son of Atty.
Elizabeth and Troy Topolski, Sugarloaf,
and Aaron Decker, Kingston, Temple
University Honors College — Political
Science.

Tyler John Degenhart, son of Dr. John
and Janet Degenhart, Hazleton, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania — Natural
Science, Pre-Chiropractic.

Daniel Joseph DeMelfi, son of Daniel
and Esme DeMelfi, Hazleton, Lafayette
College — Computer Science.

Reiley Parker DeStefano, son of Richard
and Helen DeStefano, Freeland, The
Pennsylvania State University — Business
Administration.

Ian Dewar, son of Alec and Syra Dewar,
Drums, Wilkes University — Undeclared.

Madeline Dolores Dryfoos, daughter
of Llewellyn ‘82 and Maura Dryfoos,
Sugarloaf, Susquehanna University —
Undeclared.

Elizabeth Erin Eckhart, daughter of
Charles and Kim Eckhart, Lehighton,
Elizabethtown College Honors Program —
Business Administration with a Minor in
Family Business and Entrepreneurship.

Summer Madison Evancho, daughter
of John Evancho, Sugarloaf, and the late
Joan Evancho, Marywood University

- Psychology with a Clinical Practices
Sequence.

Wesley Lee Guarneri, son of Vincent
and Sop Guarneri, Wilkes-Barre, Lehigh
University — Computer Science.

Lauren Marie Herman, daughter of
Michael and Stacy Herman, Freeland,
Dickinson College — Environmental
Science and Pre-Medicine.

Keefer Cyril Hoover, son of Jai and
Ninotchka Hoover, Mountaintop,
Duquesne University — Pharmacy through
Guaranteed Pharm.D Program.

Elise Irene Hreha, daughter of Eric and
Elizabeth Hreha, White Haven, Duquesne
University Honors College — Pharmacy
through Guaranteed Pharm.D Program.

Kelisa Hysenbegasi, daughter of Sezai
and Lirie Hysenbegasi, Hazle Township,
University of Pittsburgh — Psychology.

Julia Marie Jenigen, daughter of Kevin
Jenigen and Christine DiPasquale,
Freeland, Lock Haven University —
Undeclared.

Amanda Lynn Kalada-Kania, daughter
of Kevin Kania and Susan Kalada, Drums,
Susquehanna University — Luxury Brand
Marketing and Management.

Alexander Gerard Kline, son of Dr.
Gerard and Caterina Kline, Mountaintop,
Lehigh University — IDEAS Integrated
Degree in Bioengineering and
Neuroscience.

Morgan David Long, son of David and
Theresa Long, Mountaintop, Lehigh
University — Computer Science and
Business (CSB) program.

Matthew David Marchetti, son of
David and Andrea Marchetti, Freeland,
Misericordia University — Information
Technology.

Jessica Erin McClellan, daughter of
Bruce and Patricia McClellan, Freeland,
The Pennsylvania State University —
PGA Professional Golf Management
(Recreation, Park, and Tourism
Management major).

Kaitlyn Elise McGeehan, daughter of
Thomas and Sandra McGeehan, Drums,
University of Pennsylvania — Nursing with
a Minor in Health Care Management.

Frederick Mejia, son of Carlos and
Esperanza Mejia, West Hazleton,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology —
Business Analytics and Computer Science.

Emily Marguerite Mundorf, daughter
of Thomas and Patricia Mundorf,
Mountaintop, Bloomsburg University —
Chinese and Criminal Justice (Air Force
ROTCQ).

Christine Park, daughter of Jae and
Young Park, Hazle Township, University
of Pennsylvania — Biological Basis of
Behavior.

Brian J. Payne, Jr., son of Brian Payne,
Sugarloaf, and the late Marie Payne,
Lafayette College — Neuroscience and
Computer Science.

Tessa Nicole Keyser Peluso, daughter
of Chandra Keyser, Hazle Township,
and Daniel Peluso, Coatesville, The
Pennsylvania State University — Early
Childhood Education.

Desiree Marie Petrick, daughter of John
Petrick, Freeland, Bloomsburg University
— Psychology.

Ariah-Kirn Saeed, daughter of Zubeen
Saeed, Mountaintop, University of
Pittsburgh — Undeclared.

Maxwell Santana Aquino, son of Yris
Aquino, Hazleton, Enlisting in the United
States Marine Corps.

Alexander John Sessock, son of Jennifer
and James Denion, Freeland, and the late
John Sessock, University of Pittsburgh —
Biology and Pre-Dentistry.

Bailey Elizabeth Slusser, daughter of
Atty. Christopher Slusser, Sugarloaf, and
Amy St. Pierre, Drums, The Pennsylvania
State University - Immunology and
Infectious Disease.

Coleman Peter Smith, son of Keith
and Laura Smith, White Haven, The
Pennsylvania State University — Nuclear
Engineering.

Alyssa Marie Sweda, daughter of John
and Jacqueline Sweda, Hazle Township,
The Catholic University of America —
Marketing with a Minor in Sales.

Ethan Stanley Warner, son of Stanley

B. Warner, I1I, Drums, and Heather
Warner, Drums, Wilkes University Honors
Program — Psychology.

Justin Thomas Weiksner, son of Mary
Ann and William Flyzik, Freeland, and
Daniel Weiksner, Coaldale, Moravian
College — Physics.

Zachary Joseph Young, son of Christian
and Nicole Young, Freeland, Georgetown
University — Biology and Pre-Medicine.




COmmencement (continued from page 1)

Army Reserve, delivered the Founder’s Day
Address. In talking about their next stage in
life, Straw told the graduates, “Don’t worry if
you haven't got it all figured out.” He suggested
they approach college as an exploration and
cited the many opportunities to learn and
experience new things in that environment.
His lesson of advice was the age-old adage
“Whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing
well.” He added that a secret to doing well
is effectively managing one’s own time and
energy.

In his role at Corning, Straw manages
a portfolio of more than 50 development
projects for fiber-to-the-home, data center,

=L i = and distributed antenna system products. He

Valedictorian Alexander Kline has worked in the fiber optic communications
industry for more than 30 years in a variety of
engineering and management roles, including applications and field engineering, manufacturing, and research and development.

Straw was the salutatorian of MMI’s Class of 1975. After graduating from MMI, Straw was awarded an Army ROTC college
scholarship and studied mechanical engineering at Lehigh University. Upon graduation with a Bachelor of Science degree, he
was commissioned as an engineer officer in the United States Army and assigned to the First Cavalry Division. He later served as
a general staff officer at Fort Monroe, Virginia, before leaving active duty in 1985. He continued his military service as an Army
Reserve officer, was recalled to active duty at the Pentagon in 2002, and retired from the Army Reserve in 2008. &

Salutatorian Frederick Mejia

Founder’s Day Address speaker Andrew Krzywicki Straw ‘75 Class Preszdent N/cho/as Carrato




Seven students advance to FBLA National Conference

Fifty-two MMI students attended
the Pennsylvania FBLA State Leadership
Conference. Seven students placed in the
top 10 and seven of them represented
MMI at the National Leadership
Conference.

Darren Zheng placed third in
the Computer Game and Simulation
Programming category and Alexander
Kline was fourth in Business Calculations.
The team of Mahum Ahmed, Kelisa
Hysenbegasi, and Alyssa Sweda finished
fourth in the Emerging Business Issues
category. All seven students will advance
to nationals. Additionally, the team of
Samantha Sparich and Morgan Allen
placed ninth overall for their presentation
in Business Ethics also qualified.

MMI was recognized for having the
highest number of high school students
participating in their chapter, with just
under 50% of the upper school population
being involved in FBLA. Katherine Zucco
was the advisor andFlashback Cinema
sponsord the club. &

Pictured are, first row, from left: FBLA Advisor Katherine Zucco, Kaitlyn McGeehan, Elizabeth Borchick,
Kaylee Witner, Olivia Bartholomew, Rachael Betz, Andrellie Puntiel, and Katharine Pinto. Second

row: Sydney Kohl, Jacqueline Snyder, McKenna Gallagher, Morgan Allen, Samantha Sparich, Irene
Altmiller, and Paige Machulsky. Third row: Jessica McClellan, Kimberly Amentler, Julie Amentler,
Hannah Falatko, Mahum Ahmed, Kelisa Hysenbegasi, Amanda Kalada-Kania, Alyssa Sweda, Emily
Ankiewicz, and Kai Mele. Fourth row: Maxwell Santana, Elliot Blasko, Brian Payne, James Kelly, Carter
Frask, Marcus Kassick, Hugh Soltau, Josue Rodriguez, and Harrison Kress. Fifth row: lan Dewar,

Keefer Hoover, Wesley Guarneri, Coleman Smith, Frederick Mejia, David Antolick, Alexander Jordan,
Adam Tron, and Nicholas Carrato. Sixth row: Matthew Marchetti, Jayden Bonham, Kevin McNulty,
Alexander Kline, Christian Badamo, and Zachary Young.

Thirty-four students compete in PJAS state competition

Nineteen of

MMI’s 34 competitors
placed first and 15
placed second in the
Pennsylvania Junior
Academy of Science
state competition.

Justin Vincent,
Michael Mele, Melissa
McHale, Susan Moyer,
and Amanda Shonk
served as advisors.

First-place winners
were: Abigail Sparich,
Jillian McGeehin,
Manal Muhammad,
Jakob Narrow,
Lindsay Horvat,
Thomas Mayernik,
Grace Warner, Louis
DeAngelo, Natalie
Graham, Aaron
Haber, Katherine
Lewandowski, Hiba
Muhammad, Samantha Sparich, Ella
Urosevich, Darren Zheng, Kai Mele,
Nicholas Carrato, Morgan Long, and
Zachary Young.

McClellan.

Second-place winners were:
Annabel Dobash, Brenna Eckhart,
Amelia Minzola, Dustin Paul, Marcus
Danchision, Noah Long, Jacqueline
Snyder, Alexandra Young, Benjamin
Putnam, Elizabeth Borchick, Daniel
DeMelfi, Wesley Guarneri, Alexander
Kline, Jessica McClellan, and Coleman

Pictured are students who earned the ability to compete at the state compet:tlon by earning
a first award at the regional competition in March, first row, from left: Jillian McGeehin,
Annabel Dobash, Natalie Graham, Hiba Muhammad, Katherine Lewandowski, Samantha
Sparich, Abigail Sparich, Manal Muhammad, and Amelia Minzola. Second row: PJAS Advisor
Susan Moyer, PJAS Advisor Amanda Shonk, Brenna Eckhart, Ella Urosevich, Jaqueline Snyder,
Elizabeth Borchick, Alexandra Young, Kathryn Sissick, Lindsay Horvat, Grace Warner, and
PJAS Advisor Melissa McHale. Third row: Noah Long, Coleman Smith, Darren Zheng, Thomas
Mayernick, Dustin Paul, Zachary Young, Alexander Kline, and Nicholas Carrato. Fourth row:
Kai Mele, Daniel DeMelfi, Aaron Haber, Wesley Guarneri, Benjamin Putnam, Jakob Narrow,
Marcus Danchision, and Morgan Long. Fifth row: PJAS Advisor Michael Mele, David Antolick,
Louis DeAngelo, and Academic Dean/PJAS Advisor Justin Vincent. Missing from photo: Jessica

Smith. At the regionals, seven students
received special awards. Jakob Narrow
was awarded the Junior High Excellency
Award in Ecology, Thomas Mayernik
received the Junior High Excellency
Award in Microbiology, Darren Zheng
won the Senior High Excellency Award
in Chemistry, Kai Mele was awarded

the Senior High Excellency Award in
Microbiology, and Morgan Long received
the Senior High Excellency Award in
Computer Programming and an Advisory
Board Award of $500. Ella Urosevich was

awarded a fellowship
to the Geisinger
School of Medicine.

Seven students
earned first awards
and a perfect score.
They are: Kathryn
Sissick, Marcus
Danchision, Katherine
Lewandowski, Darren
Zheng, Kai Mele,
Alexander Kline, and
Morgan Long.

Twenty-nine
additional students
also earned first
awards in the
competition. They
are: Abigail Sparich,
Annabel Dobash,
Brenna Eckhart,
Jillian McGeehin,
Manal Muhammad,
Jakob Narrow, Lindsay
Horvat, Thomas Mayernik, Amelia
Minzola, Dustin Paul, Grace Warner,
Louis DeAngelo, Natalie Graham, Aaron
Haber, Noah Long, Hiba Muhammad,
Jacqueline Snyder, Samantha Sparich,
Ella Urosevich, Alexandra Young,

David Antolick, Benjamin Putnam,
Elizabeth Borchick, Nicholas Carrato,
Daniel DeMelfi, Wesley Guarneri, Jessica
McClellan, Coleman Smith, and Zachary
Young. &




MMI holds annual Upper School Awards Convocatlon

MMI held its annual Upper School Awards Convocation
on May 15 to honor students in ninth through 12th grades.

Jessica McClellan received the 2019 MMI Ambassador
Service Award. The award is designed to recognize a
senior ambassador who exemplifies the true meaning of
ambassadorship and has been active in the program for
three or more years.

Alexander Sessock received the Pennsylvania State
Employees Credit Union (PSECU) Scholarship. The not-for-
profit credit union established a scholarship program to help
graduating seniors reduce the financial burden of pursuing
postsecondary education. From the pool of more than 600
applications they received, six recipients were chosen for
this scholarship. This scholarship is valued at $2,000 a year,
renewable for up to four years, for a total value of $8,000.

The Eckley B. Coxe Jr. Memorial Subject Awards, named
after the nephew of MMI founder Eckley B. Coxe, recognized
seniors who displayed academic excellence in various
subject areas over the student’s entire tenure in the upper
school. Award winners are: English, Spanish, and History -
Alexander Kline; Science — Zachary Young; German - Daniel
DeMelfi; Mathematics - Frederick Mejia; Chinese Language
— Christine Park; and Visual Arts — Bailey Slusser.

Students in ninth through eleventh grades who exhibited
outstanding contribution, achievement, and dedication to
an individual subject areas during the past academic year
received the 2019 MMI Subject Awards. Winners are as
follows:

Ninth grade: English and Science - Rachael Betz,
Math and Spanish Language — Olivia Bartholomew,
Chinese Language - Connor Spencer, Visual Arts — Sandra
Abdulrahman, Music Performance — Alain Benitez, German
Language - Dustin Paul, and History - Morgan Strecker.
10th grade: Chinese Language — Hannah Falatko, English
- Samantha Sparich, German Language and History - Ella
Urosevich, Music Performance - Irene Altmiller, Science —
Darren Zheng, Mathematics — Hiba Muhammad, Spanish
Language — Christian Badamo, and Visual Arts — Natalie
Graham. 11th grade: Chinese Language and Math -
Benjamin Putnam, English and Spanish Language - Adam
Tron, History and Visual Arts - Macy Zenier, German
Language - Paige Machulsky, and Science - Kai Mele.

Other award presentations included: Jake Kislan '56
Polonaise Society Award — Alexander Sessock; Woodmen
of the World American History Award - Alexander Kline,
Voices of Democracy award winners — Andrew Decker,
Katherine Lewandowski, Jacob Magula, Ella Urosevich, and
Darren Zheng; Hazleton Memorial Rotary Club Scholarship
winners — Coleman Smith and Morgan Long; High School
Counselor Award - Ethan Warner; 24th Annual Israel T. and
Mildred Klapper Memorial Holocaust Essay Contest winners
- Adam Tron (first place) and Wesley Guarneri (third place).

Also, Freeland American Legion Good Citizenship
Award - Coleman Smith; George Eastman Kodak Young
Leaders Award and Scholarship — Macy Zenier; Bausch &
Lomb Honorary Science Award — Marcus Kassick; Frederick
Douglass and Susan B. Anthony Award in Humanities and
Social Sciences - Adam Tron; Xerox Award for Innovation
and Information Technology — Grant Warren; The Rensselaer
Medal Award - Benjamin Putnam; The Bryn Mawr
President’s Book Award — Catherine Havrilla; Student Sage
Award winners - Paige Machulsky, Maya Rizkalla, and Hugh
Soltau. &

Ninth Grade Subject Award winners are, first row, from left: Rachael
Betz and Olivia Bartholomew. Second row: MMI Academic Dean Justin
Vincent, Connor Spencer, Sandra Abdulrahman, and Morgan Strecker.
Missing from photo: Alain Benitez and Dustin Paul.

10th Grade Subject Award winners are, first row, from left: Hannah
Falatko, Samantha Sparich, and Ella Urosevich. Second row: MMI
Academic Dean Justin Vincent, Natalie Graham, Irene Altmiller, Hiba
Muhammad, and Darren Zheng. Missing from photo: Christian Badamo.

11th Grade Subject Award winners are, first row, from left: MMI Academic
Dean Justin Vincent, Macy Zenier, Paige Machulsky, Adam Tron, Benjamin
Putnam, and Kai Mele.

MMI Acting Head of School Dr. William A. Shergalis, Ph.D. ‘58, far left,
presented The Eckley B. Coxe Jr. Memorial Subject Awards to seniors,
from left: Alexander Kline, Zachary Young, Christine Park, Bailey Slusser,
Frederick Mejia, and Daniel DeMelfi.




MMI students experience Chlna on nine- day tour

On March 7, 20 students and two parents from MMI embarked on a
nine-day educational tour of China. Coordinated by Education First Tours,
some of the major stops included Beijing, Xi'an, and Shanghai. The tour
was led by T.R. Laputka and chaperoned by MMI faculty members Christina
Spencer, Michael Mele, and Christine Lizbinski. On March 9, they visited
the Temple of Heaven in Beijing and learned about the location where the
Chinese emperors prayed to Heaven for a good harvest. They walked along
Tiananmen Square to the Forbidden City to learn about the palace of the
emperor. For dinner that evening they had Peking duck, a local delicacy.
After dinner, some of the students went to the Legend of Kung Fu show. The
next morning, the group visited the Beijing Shaolin Wushu School.

Traveling to Badaling, students walked along the Great Wall and hiked
to the guard tower at the top of the mountain. This was followed by a tea

Twenty MMI students visited China in March as part of
a nine-day education tour.

ceremony, where the group learned about the importance of tea in China,
experienced the different properties of Chinese teas, and sampled different kinds of teas. They then took a rickshaw tour to a local
family residence, where they had dinner and learned about city life in Beijing.

On March 11, they visited the Emperor’s Summer Palace on Kunming Lake and had a lesson in the practice of Tai Chi. In Xi'an,
they viewed the sights from individual bicycles on the city wall. After dinner, the group enjoyed a reflexology massage, where they
learned about Chinese concepts of acupressure therapy. The following morning, they visited the Terra Cotta Warriors museum.
After they came back to Xi'an, they were able to experience modern art paintings and went to a calligraphy class. Then they
walked along Beiyuanmen Street to sample various Muslim foods. After dinner, some of the group went to see the Tang Dynasty
Show. On March 13, they traveled to Shanghai, where they climbed to the 100th floor of the World Financial Center and shared
spectacular views of the city. They went shopping on the famous Nanjing Road, had a specialized dinner of a variety of Chinese

dumplings, and enjoyed an acrobatics show.

The next day, the group toured the Jade Buddha Temple. This was followed by a tour of a silk factory. The afternoon included
a walk on the waterfront and a tour of the Yu Garden. An MMI alumnus joined the group for dinner to share his experiences in
China. He also accompanied them on a nighttime Huangpu River cruise to enjoy the spectacular nighttime skyline of Shanghai.

On March 15, they bid farewell to China. It was an enormously fulfilling trip for everyone involved - not only educationally
but also personally, since most people only see these sights in pictures. The encounters and memories made, things learned, places

seen, and food tasted will be remembered for a lifetime. &

Students showcase their projects at annual Open House

MMI hosted its annual Open House on March 24, as
students showcased the special research projects they created in
academic fields and the culinary arts. State Street Corporation
served as the event sponsor.

All MMI students in grades six through 12 created projects
in either literature, mathematics, science, or social studies.
Culinary projects were reserved for senior students. A panel
of judges from Penn State Hazleton critiqued the projects. The
winners were honored at Upper School Awards Convocation.
Ninth and 10th grade students received Level 2 awards and
11th and 12th grade students garnered Level 3 awards. Winners
are:

Cooking: first place — Daniel DeMelfi, Andrew Decker,
Wesley Guarneri, and Brian Payne for their entry “Mario’s
Authentic Ristorante”; second place - Maxwell Santana Aquino,
Keefer Hoover, and Ian Dewar for their entry “Tres Amigos”;
and Honorable Mention - Kelisa Hysenbegasi, Alyssa Sweda,
Lauren Herman, Emily Mundorf, and Mahum Ahmed for
their entry “Bahama Mamas”. Humanities Level II: first place
- Amelia Minzola for “The History of Sewing”, and second
place - Andrew Blasko for “The Australian Emu War”. Level III:
first place — Tessa Peluso for “Primates”, second place — Grant
Warren for “Medieval Construction”, and Honorable Mention -
Christian Yamulla for “The Positives of British Imperialism”.

Science Level II: first place — Olivia Bartholomew for
“Which Method of Cooking Destroys the Most Bacteria?”,

second place - Daniella Vasquez for “The Effects of Background
Noise on Test Scores”, and Honorable Mention — Aaron Haber
for “Floppotron”.
Level III: first

place - Kai Mele for
“Decellularizing
Kidneys”, second
place - Coleman
Smith for “Tesla
Coil”, and Honorable
Mention - Adam Tron
for “Mathematical
Concepts that Affect
Our Reality”. a

Amelia Minzola placed first for her project
entitled “The History of Sewing”.

Brian Payne, Daniel DeMelfi, Wes/ey Guarneri, and Andrew Decker won
first place for their cooking project entitled “Mario’s Authentic Ristorante”.




MMI dedicates softball field as Warner Field

MMI announced the dedication of its softball field as
Warner Field during a ceremony in May at the School. The
name follows a donation of $250,000 from the Warner Family,
a four-generation MMI family.

This transformational gift established The Warner Endowed
Fund for Baseball and Softball and included the opportunity
to name the MMI softball field. The fund will sit in MMI's
endowment and will allow for annual withdrawals to be used
to support multiple aspects of MMI'’s baseball and softball
programs. Money from the fund will be used to cover the
operational expenses of MMI's varsity baseball and softball
programs and will also fund enhancement opportunities for
the two programs, including things such as special equipment
purchases, guest coaching fees, professional development for
coaches, and the costs associated in attending team camps.

During the ceremony, MMI Director of Advancement Kim
McNulty introduced MMI Acting Head of School William
Shergalis, Ph.D. '58, Athletic Director Vincent Vella, Head
Baseball Coach Ryan Jastremsky, Head Softball Coach Mike
Witner, and the Warner family. Stanley B. Warner Jr., ‘56 threw
out the ceremonial first pitch.

Dr. Shergalis said, “At MMI, athletics is among our four

MMI announced the dedication of its softball field as Warner Field
following a donation of §250,000 from the Warner Family, a four-
generation MM family. Pictured are, from left: Grace Warner ‘22, Ethan
Warner ‘19, Stanley B. Warner Ill, '92, Joan Warner, Stanley B. Warner
Jr., '56, MMI Athletic Director Vincent Vella, and MMI Business Manager/
Varsity Baseball Coach Ryan Jastremsky.

pillars of educational excellence. We recognize that character
development through athletic competition plays an integral
role in the physical, moral, and emotional development of
our students. We are honored that the Warner family shares
this belief and are grateful to them for their support of our
varsity baseball and softball programs through this generous
contribution.” a

MMI holds 11th annual Jake Kislan ‘56 golf tournament

MMI hosted the 11th Annual Jake Kislan ‘56 Memorial Golf Tournament at the Valley Country Club on July 1 after suffering
a rain-out on the originally scheduled June 21st date. Despite the delay, the golfers and sponsors all enjoyed themselves on the
course and raised money in support of the MMI athletics program.

The team of Neal DeAngelo ‘01, Bob Gorski, Bobby Hillabush, and Chris Sallemi captured first place in the first flight. Second
place in the first flight went to the team of Steve Davis, Mike Dennen, Ryan Jastremsky, and Mike Morrison. First place in the
second flight went to Lynn Bigelow ‘80, Tom Gula, Bill Haines, and Henry Mleczynski, while second-place winners in the second

flight were Joe Ferdinand, Adam Hoover, Luci Kulish, and Bob
Moisey.

The two Closest to the Pin winners were Adam Hoover and
Bob Rosti. The winner of the Men’s Long Drive was Bobby
Hillabush and the winner of the Women's Long Drive was
Maggie Mistal '91. The Closest to the Keg winner was Lynn
Bigelow ’80. The King of the Course winners were the foursome
of Neal DeAngelo ‘01, Bob Gorski, Bobby Hillabush, and Chris
Sallemi.

PNC Bank was the tournament’s Fagle Sponsor for the 11th
consecutive year. Additional sponsorships included: Golf Gift
Sponsor - Premier Catering, Golf Ball Sponsor - Tri-Mountain
Ventures, Cocktail Hour Sponsor — Bryn Mawr Trust, Beverage

Cart Sponsor - MMI Class of 1995, Hole-in-One Sponsor - F&L Doors, Raffle
Sponsors - Community Bank and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Parmegiani, Closest
to the Pin Sponsors - Wyoming Valley BMW and Porsche Wyoming Valley,
Closest to the Keg Sponsor — Karl’s Case & Keg, and Longest Drive Sponsor —

Mr. Edward Kushma ‘62 and Mrs. Fran Kushma.

The Hole Sponsors were: Mr. Al Baran, Domenic Imbriaco Construction
Co., Inc., Mr. and Mrs. Bill Flood, Golden Business Machines, Mr. John H.
Hersker '76, the Hreha Family, Howell Benefit Services, Inc., Terry H. Jones
and Co., PC, the Kushma Family, Dr. Herb Laub '56, Laurels Senior Living
Community, Frank, Sandy, and Anthony Orlando ‘06, One Group Risk
Management and Insurance, Precision Design, Schoolhouse Plastics, Dr. and

Mrs. William Shergalis '58, and Wallen Graphics.

The winning foursome of Chris Sallemi, Bob Gorski, Bobby Hillabush, and
Neal DeAngelo ‘01 stand with, from left, Acting Head of School William A.
Shergalis, Ph.D. '58, Director of Advancement Kim McNulty, Mickey Kislan,
and Head of School Justin Kleinheider.

Golfer Bill Haines fires
the golf ball cannon.
Haines was the winner
of $390 in the 50/50
raffle and donated his
winnings back to MMI.
He also won the raffle
grand prize which he
auctioned off for a
$600 donation to MMI.
Thank you Bill!

The raffle prize donors included: Mrs. Lani Drobnock, Hazleton Standard Speaker, Mrs. Marci Hosier, Mr. Ryan Jastremsky, Mr.
and Mrs. Dieter Kirschner, Mrs. Kim McNulty, Ms. Maggie Mistal ‘91, Mrs. Gwenann Molinaro, Mrs. Joanne Oakum, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Parmegiani, Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Railriders, Southmoore Golf Club, Stone Hedge Golf Course, Mrs. Shannon Williams,
and Valley Country Club. The Raffle Grand Prize of seven nights accommodation at the Sweetwater Clubs Condos in Kissimmee,

Florida, was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kelly. &




MM inducted 47 students /nto the Andrew J. Stofan Chapter of the National Honor Society. Pictured are, first row, from left: Natalie Graham Morgan
Allen, Samantha Sparich, Katherine Lewandowski, Alexis Dalesandro, Irene Altmiller, Jacqueline Snyder, Emily Ankiewicz, Lindsey Braunstein, and Hannah
Falatko. Second Row: Ella Urosevich, Kimberly Amentler, Julie Amentler, Alexis Zola, Morgan Hosier, Hiba Muhammad, McKenna Gallagher, Sydney Kohl,
Dominique Kline, Violet O’Connell, Alexandra Young, Emily Ryan, and Millie Symbula. Third Row: Donna Titus (Advisor), Peter Walko, Gregory Leonard,
Louis DeAngelo, Darren Zheng, Hunter Blasko, Thomas Ansilio, James Kelly, Christian Badamo. Fourth row: Aaron Haber, Ryan McNelis, Cole Rinehimer,
Marcus Danchison, Kevin McNulty, Robert Rinaldi, lan Dewar, Hugh Soltau, Kathryn Green, (Advisor), and Justin Vincent (Academic Dean). Absent from

photo: Ethan Stine and Christopher Yanuzzi.

MMI inducts 41 into National Honor Society

Forty-one MMI students were
inducted into the Andrew J. Stofan
Chapter of the National Honor Society
during MMI’s Honor Societies induction
ceremony at the school.

MMI English instructor and National
Honor Society advisor Donna Titus
presided over the induction ceremony.

National Honor Society officers are:
Alexander Sessock, president; Keefer
Hoover, vice president; Elise Hreha,
secretary; Zachary Young, treasurer, and
David Antolick, Historian.

The inductees are: Morgan Allen,
Irene Altmiller, Julie Amentler, Kimberly
Amentler, Emily Ankiewicz, Thomas
Ansilio, Christian Badamo, Hunter
Blasko, Lindsay Braunstein, Alexis
Dalesandro, Marcus Danchision, Louis
DeAngelo, Ian Dewar, Hannah Falatko,
McKenna Gallagher, Natalie Graham,
Aaron Haber, Morgan Hosier, James Kelly,
Dominique Kline, Sydney Kohl, Gregory
Leonard, Katherine Lewandowski,

Ryan McNelis, Kevin McNulty, Hiba
Muhammad, Violet O’Connell, Robert
Rinaldi, Cole Rinehimer, Emily Ryan,

Jacqueline Snyder, Hugh Soltau,
Samantha Sparich, Ethan Stine, Millie
Symbula, Ella Urosevich, Peter Walko,
Christopher Yanuzzi, Alexandra Young,
Darren Zheng, and Alexis Zola.

The National Honor Society (NHS)
is the nation’s premier organization
established to recognize outstanding
high school students.

NHS honors those students who have
demonstrated excellence in the areas
of scholarship, leadership, service, and
character. 4

Students inducted to National Junior, Latin Honor societies

MMI inducted 17 eighth-grade
students into the National Junior Honor
Society and 13 students into the National
Latin Honor Society during a ceremony
at the school. Acting Head of School Dr.
William Shergalis '58 welcomed those
in attendance and led the Pledge of
Allegiance. The Very Reverend Lawrence
Barriger, faculty advisor of the honor
societies, read the Criteria of Members
and presided over the induction of
new members. Barriger also introduced
the guest speaker, Attorney Stephen
Palubinsky ‘07, and provided closing
remarks.

National Junior Honor Society
inductees are: Ashley Bonafacio, Sadie
Cloud, Jeffrey DeAngelo, Trystin
DeRemer, Brenna Eckhart, Anden
Karlick, Evelyn Lacombe, Emely Lopez-
Rodriguez, Kate Malay, Noah Mazzie, Ty
McDermott, Manal Muhammad, Jakob
Narrow, Samuel Pacchioli, Ava Putnam,
Kasia Svendson, and Lauren Urosevich.
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MM inducted 17 eighth- grade students into the National Junior Honor Society and 13 students into
the National Latin Honor Society. Pictured are, first row, from left: Lauren Urosevich, Ashley Bonifacio,
Kate Malay, Brenna Eckhart, and Manal Muhammad. Second row: Jakob Narrow, Evelyn Lacombe,
Ava Putnam, Emely Lopez-Rodriguez, Sadie Cloud, and Kasia Svendson. Third row: Very Reverend
Lawrence Barriger, Faculty Advisor; Ty McDermott, Trystin DeRemer; Anden Karlick; Samuel Pacchioli;
Jeffrey DeAngelo; and William A. Shergalis, Ph.D. 58, Acting Head of School. Absent from photo:

Noah Mazzie.

National Latin Honor Society
inductees are: Ashley Bonifacio, Sadie
Cloud, Jeffrey DeAngelo, Trystin
DeRemer, Brenna Eckhart, Evelyn

Lacombe, Emely Lopez-Rodriguez, Ty
McDermott, Manal Muhammad, Jakob
Narrow, Ava Putnam, Kasia Svendson,
and Lauren Urosevich. g4




MMI holds inductions for Chinese, German,
Spanish, Science, Math, and Art Honor societies

M4y

e
Students inducted into the Chroma Chapter of the National Art
Students inducted into the National Chinese Honor Society were, first ~ Honor Society were, from left: Advisor Lisa Marie Ferry, Lauren
row, from left: Jessica Flynn, Madyson Hornack, Catherine Havrilla, Herman, Bailey Slusser, Paige Machulsky, Macy Zenier, Alexander
and Macy Zenier. Second row: Advisor Christina Spencer, David Jordan, and Academic Dean Justin Vincent.
Antolick, Josue Rodriguez, Benjamin Putnam, and Academic Dean
Justin Vincent. Absent from photo: Maya Rizkalla.

Students inducted into the National German
Honor Society were, first row, from left: Ella
Urosevich, Sydney Kohl, and Dominique Kline.
Second row: Academic Dean Justin Vincent, Louis
DeAngelo, Morgan Hosier, Natalie Graham, and
Advisor Gabriela Moustardas. Absent from photo:
Ethan Stine.

Students inducted into the Science National Honor Society were, first row, from left:
Paige Machulsky, Jessica Flynn, Emily Ankiewicz, Catherine Havrilla, and Macy Zenier.
Second row: Kai Mele, Adam Tron, Alexander Jordan, Ryan Halterman, Grant Warren,
and Benjamin Putnam. Third row: Academic Dean Justin Vincent, Advisor Michael
Mele, Josue Rodriguez, Harrison Kress, Marcus Kassick, and David Antolick. Absent
from photo: Maya Rizkalla.
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Students inducted into the Mu Alpha Theta Chapter of the National
Mathematics Honor Society were, first row, from left: Paige Machulsky,
Jessica Flynn, Macy Zenier, and Emily Ankiewicz. Second row: Advisor
Susan Moyer, Kai Mele, Ryan Halterman, Benjamin Putnam, Adam Tron,
and David Antolick. Third row: Advisor Gerard Pierotti, Josue Rodriguez,
Marcus Kassick, Alexander Jordan, Justin Weiksner, and Academic Dean
Justin Vincent.

Students inducted into the Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica
were, from left: Darren Zheng, Christian Badamo, Alexis
Dalesandro, Samantha Sparich, Hiba Muhammad,
Katherine Lewandowski, Advisor Syra Dewar, and Academic
Dean Justin Vincent.
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The students pose with their Certificates of Promotion following their advancement to the ninth grade.

MMI holds Eighth Grade Promotion ceremony

MMI recognized 29 rising freshmen during its annual Annabel Dobash, Brenna Eckhart, Alexander Homyack,
Eighth Grade Promotion ceremony. Acting Head of School Anden Karlick, Evelyn Lacombe, Emely Lopez-Rodriguez, Kate
William A. Shergalis Ph.D. 'S8, and Academic Dean Justin Malay, Noah Mazzie, Ty McDermott, Jillian McGeehin, Manal
Vincent gave remarks during the ceremony. Muhammad, Jakob Narrow, Samuel Pacchioli, Caden Pease, Ana
Students completing eighth grade and advancing to their Portorreal, Ava Putnam, Cristian Rios, John Schwear III, Caleb
Serock, Kasia Svendson, Lauren Urosevich, Lucille Van den

freshmen year are: Khristian Banks, Ashley Bonifacio, Sadie
Cloud, Jeffrey DeAngelo, Trystin DeRemer, Nathan Dewar,

Thank you, MMI Board of Directors!

Members of the 2018-19 Board of Directors include, front row, from left: Theresa
Long, Lisa Finkelstein, and Anne J. Frey. Second row: John Slyconish ‘95, Richard
A. Diliberto, |r., Esq. ‘79, Stanley B. Warner, Il ‘92, Llewellyn F. Dryfoos ‘82, and
Dr. William A. Shergalis '58. Third row: Chairman John H. Hersker ‘76 and Brian
G. Lucas ‘84. Fourth row: William L. Spear, Jr. ‘79, Carlos Mejia, and Edward A.
Kushma ‘62. Fifth row: Nicholas L. DeiTos ‘71. Additional board members not
pictured are: Sal Coxe Dobbs, Lawrence W. Dessen ‘77, and De Ann Miller.

Berg, and Sarah Yanuzzi. a

MMI honors spring
Best of the Best
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Junior Emily Ankiewicz, pictured in the first

row at right, was selected as MMI’s “Best

of the Best” for the 2018-2019 spring term

for her presentation entitled “Is Your Phone
Controlling You?” which she delivered during
an all-school assembly. As part of the biannual
competition, freshmen and juniors delivered
presentations during the spring semester, while
sophomores and seniors gave presentations in
the fall semester. Junior Benjamin Putnam (“Dr.
Strange — Science & Magic”), junior Andrellie
Puntiel (“The Modern Diary”), freshman
Connor Spencer (“Telomeres”), and freshman
Jayden Bonham (“The Illusion of Musical
Success”) also delivered presentations.




MMI students perform community service
projects in honor of alumna Athena Ford ‘01

MMI students completed community
service projects at nine locations
throughout Greater Hazleton to honor a
late MMI alumna as part of the annual
Athena Ford '01 Day of Service.

Athena Ford was a 2001 MMI
graduate who passed away on October
23, 2016 as a result of complications
sustained in an automobile collision
where she was a seat-belted passenger and
suffered a traumatic brain injury.

The Athena S. Ford ‘01 Endowed Fund
for Community Service was established
in 2017 by members of the MMI Class of
2001 as a way to honor Ford. This fund
is restricted by MMI to be used solely
for expenses needed to establish and
perpetuate The Athena Ford ‘01 Day of
Service. Each year, on a designated day of
service, all MMI students will volunteer
in the community to accomplish service
projects by grade level in Athena’s
memory.

This year, students visited nine
locations to perform clean up and
maintenance projects under the direction
of MMI faculty advisers.

Sixth graders worked on the MMI
fields and trails under the direction of
Stella Boosalis, Anthony Cusat, Laurie
Mele, Eleni Moustardas, Amanda Shonk,
and the MMI Maintenance Department.

Seventh graders visited the Hazleton
YWCA under the guidance of Patricia
Medvecky, Gabriela Moustardas, and

),

MM seventh grade students helped clean up around the Hazleton YWCA during the

annual Athena Ford ‘01 Day of Service. Pictured are: MMI Acting Head of School
William A. Shergalis, Ph.D. ‘58, Heath Williams, Jonas Aponick, Edgar Lopez-Rodriguez,
Jagit Gondara, Kenneth Tejada, Bryan Orozco, Teagan Bonham, John Drobnock, and

Corrigan Nolasco.

Justin Vincent. Eighth graders completed
projects at the Freeland YMCA and
Freeland Public Park under the direction
of Timothy Garvey and Kathryn Green.

Freshmen worked at the Gene della
Croce Memorial Field and then the
Freeland Public Park with Cheryl Bayo,
Michael Scarlato, and Katherine Zucco.

Sophomores attended to the Butler
Township Community Garden and
Freedom Park/Valley East Little League
complex under the guidance of Syra
Dewar, Grete Floryshak, and Gerard
Perotti.

Envirothon (continued from page 3)

Louis DeAngelo, Elias Bachman, Violet
O’Connell, Coleman Smith, and Alexis
Dalesandro scored 346 out of 500 points
and had the highest overall score for
this year’s current topic, which was
Agriculture and the Environment:
Knowledge and Technology to Feed the
World. The third-place team of Amanda
Kalada-Kania, Summer Evancho, Darren
Zheng, Elise Hreha, and Alexander
Jordan finished with 319 out of 500
points and had the highest overall score
for Soils.

The fourth-place team of Kelisa
Hysenbegasi, Mahum Ahmed, Morgan
Allen, and Natalie Graham scored 296
out of 500 points.

The fifth-place team of Olivia
Bartholomew, Keiran Mele, Sandra

Abdulrahman, Connor Spencer, and
Rachael Betz scored 279 out of 500 points
and tied for the highest overall score for
this year’s current topic. The seventh-
place team of Joshua Galbiati, Lindsay
Braunstein, Jordan Kulsa, Hannah
Falatko, and Alexandra Young scored 256
out of 500 points. The ninth-place team
of Gregory Leonard, Paige Machulsky,
Lieth Abdulrahman, Maya Rizkalla, and
Ryan McNelis scored 253 out of 500
points. The 20th-place team of Kennedy
Tavaris, Kaylee Witner, Ashley Loss,
Lindsay Horvat, and Grace Warner scored
222 out of 500 points. The 26th-place
team of Dustin Paul, David Castro,
Alexandra Tierney, Irene Altmiller, and
Viva Barrett scored 180 out of 250 points.

Michael Mele said, “I would like

Juniors visited Country Heart Farm
along with Lisa Ferry, Melissa McHale,
Joanne Oakum, and Donna Titus.

Seniors worked on the Greater
Hazleton Rails to Trails along with
Michael Mele, Susan Moyer, and
Christina Spencer.

When the students returned to MMI
they were served lunch courtesy of
the MMI Parents Association and then
completed follow-up activities designed
for reflection on the importance of
service in the community. &

to congratulate all of the teams who
competed this season and the time and
effort they put in outside of class to
represent all of us. The majority of the
students who competed spent nearly

an extra hour or two a day working
with me after school for four weeks and
this is the fruits of their labor. We will
continue to work hard to prepare for the
state event and proudly represent MML.”
MMI students have the ability to take
Environmental Science in the Upper
School but the School’s curriculum

is designed to expose students across
the grades to a variety of scientific
topics, which they can then use in
preparation for both the Envirothon and
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science
competitions. &




Alumni Weekend

Save the dates! Aug. 2-3, 2019

This year’s alumni celebration will
be held August 2-3. Reunions will be
held for those classes ending in -4 and -9
throughout the weekend.

The annual Alumni Picnic will be
held on Saturday, August 3 from 12-3
p.m. Picnic highlights include tours of
the MMI campus by current student
ambassadors and the opportunity to
catch up with MMI faculty and staff,
classmates, alumni, and friends. Also,
enjoy the opportunity to meet MMI's
new Head of School, Justin Kleinheider,
and share with him your thoughts on
what makes MMI so special!

An elegant dinner and ceremony is
planned to honor this year’s inductees
to the MMI Wall of Fame on Saturday
evening. The cocktail hour will begin
at 6 p.m. in the Coxe Commons
followed by dinner and the induction
ceremony at 7 p.m. in the MMI Athletic
and Drama complex. Be a part of this
special night and help us celebrate
the achievements of this year’s class
of inductees. Those being honored are
highlighted below.

For more details about Alumni
Weekend, please contact Director
of Advancement Kim McNulty at
kmcnulty@mmiprep.org or refer to the
Alumni Weekend brochure, which you
should have received in the mail.

Wall of Fame Class of 2018
Dr. Robert G. Kettrick ‘60
Professional Achievement

Dr. Kettrick retired in 2010,
after eight years with the Nemours
Foundation as the Chairman of the
Professional Performance and Quality
Committee.

From 1996-2002, Dr. Kettrick was the
Medical Director and Chief Executive
of the Practice at Nemours Children’s
Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida, and from
1987-1996, he served as the Director
of the Division of Critical Care as well
as the Chairman of the Department
of Anesthesiology and Critical Care at
the Alfred I. DuPont Institute of the
Nemours Foundation.

Dr. Kettrick served as a Major in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps from 1970-75
after completing an internal medicine
internship at Temple University and
a residency in anesthesiology at
UPenn Hospital. He has served as a
faculty member at several medical
schools including at the University
of Pennsylvania School of Medicine,

Jefferson Medical College at Thomas
Jefferson University, and at the Mayo
Medical School. Prior to his time at

the Nemours Foundation, he held
numerous hospital and administrative
appointments at the Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia.

Dr. Kettrick is a graduate of Mount St.
Mary’s College and received his medical
degree from Temple University School
of Medicine. He served as the MMI
Commencement Speaker in 1995.

Wall of Fame Class of 2019
Debbie L. Brenner Walko 79

Community Service

Mrs. Walko volunteered for
numerous years at Drums Elementary/
Middle School as Reflections
chairperson, Science Fair coordinator
and judge, homeroom mom, field trip
volunteer, lunch room volunteer, reading
programs assistant, and PTA fundraiser
chairperson, and volunteer.

She serves as President of the
Board of Directors at the Agudas Israel
Synogague (AIS) and was a former Vice
President and Secretary. She is a Jewish
Community Center Board Member,
former Chairperson for Hebrew School
for 15 years, Youth Group assistant
coordinator and chaperone, and
co-chairperson of the AIS Cemetery
Committee. She also helped set up and
cook lunches for the senior citizens
at AIS’s Jewish Community Center.
At Valley Country Club, Mrs. Walko
served as a Pool Committee chairperson
involved in swim races and all pool
issues. She is also active with the VCC
Woman's Golf Association and served as
representative for the Central Women'’s
Golf Association of Northeastern PA.

At MMI, Mrs. Walko organized her
35th MMI class reunion event for the
centennial class of 1979 and initiated a
memorial for four deceased classmates.
She has worked at Butler Township as
Machine Operator and then Judge of
Elections for the Luzerne County Bureau
of Elections, where she organized and
ran election days for the past five years.
Debbie, along with her now-deceased
therapy dog Rocky, became certified as
a Pet Therapy Team with the Alliance
of Therapy Dogs (ADT) and visited the
Alzheimer’s, Recreation, Psychiatric, and
Drug and Alcohol units at the Veterans
Hospital in Wilkes Barre, and worked
with autistic children and families in the
area with Supporting Autism & Families

Everywhere, Inc. (S.A.F.E.

Richard L. Barletta '74
Athletic Achievement

As a student at MMI, Mr. Barletta
was a member of the State Champion,
District 11 Basketball Champion, and
Anthracite League Champion teams of
1973.

After graduation, he attended
Lycoming College, where he earned
a varsity letter in tennis. He became
a math teacher at Pottstown High
School, where he coached the boys’ and
girls’ tennis teams, as well as the girls’
basketball team, which won two Ches-
Mont League championships and two
District 1 AA championships, and had
two appearances in the State Final Four.

In 1984, he moved to the Hazleton
area and began coaching tennis at
West Hazleton High School, where his
teams won three Anthracite League
championships. In 1985, his Kirby
Park tennis team won the national
championship behind his wins in singles
in the Middle States Regional League,
the sectional championships, and the
national championships.

In 1992, he began coaching the
boys’ tennis team at Hazleton Area High
School. After only one year, he was
named Wyoming Valley Conference
Tennis Coach of the Year. In 1996,
he and his partner were ranked first
in Eastern Pennsylvania and fifth in
Middle States in men'’s doubles. In
2003, he again ranked first in Eastern
Pennsylvania and sixth in Middle States
with another partner. Five years later,
they won the Middle States Regional
and Sectional Championships in men’s
doubles.

Meanwhile, he won two gold medals
in men’s doubles at the Keystone State
Games, four consecutive Grand Prix
championships in men'’s doubles, and
three Grand Prix championships in
mixed doubles.

Mr. Barletta served as Director of
Tennis for the City of Hazleton, after
which he became the Head Tennis Pro at
Valley Country Club, a role he has held
for 34 years and counting.

He was previously inducted into the
Hazleton Area Sports Hall of Fame and
serves as the Tennis Pro and Pickle Ball
Pro at The Strand in Naples, Florida.




Alumni Weekend

Save the dates! Aug. 2-3, 2019

Mary Beth Mischissin Broadt ‘88
Athletic Achievement

Mrs. Broadt holds the MMI record
for highest average by a member of the
girls’ bowling team, and led the girls
to the only varsity Anthracite League
Bowling League Championship ever
won (boys and girls) by the Preppers.

In 1984, as an eighth-grader, she was
a member of the girls’ varsity team and
averaged 130. In 1985, as a freshman,
she led the varsity girls in average and
bowled the high game and high two-
game series. She was selected as team
Most Valuable Player.

In her sophomore year, again Mrs.
Broadt led the girls in all categories
with her 144 average, the best to that
point in time for an MMI distaff
bowler. Once more, she was selected
as MVP. The 1987 girls’ team won the
only MMI varsity Anthracite League
Championship. She anchored the team
and led the league with a 168 average,
which remained (until the league’s
demise) the second-highest average
achieved by any Anthracite League girl
bowler. Her success earned her a third
consecutive MVP award.

In her five years of varsity
competition, Mrs. Broadt established
all the MMI girls’ bowling records and
was the unquestioned leader of the only
MMI varsity team to win an Anthracite
League championship. She was also
a cheerleader and a softball player at
MMIL

Maj. Gen. Peter C. Bayer ]Jr. ‘80

Professional Achievement

Maj. Gen. Bayer is a retired United
States Army Major General and former
Director of Strategy, Plans, and Policy

on the Army staff at the Pentagon.
He served as MMI's Commencement
speaker in 2017.

His current position is as the Area
Vice President, Midwest South at Penske
Logistics. He had also previously served
as the Area Vice President, Northeast
for Penske Logistics, where he led a
team of more than 1,900 associates
providing world class transportation
and warehouse management logistics
support to 37 diverse customers
nationwide.

His career in the United States
Army spanned more than 29 years as
a soldier in a variety of command and
staff positions in the United States,
Germany, and the Middle East. He owns
extensive leadership experience at the
tactical, operational, and strategic levels
and spent the majority of his career
in operations and training with duty
in multiple armor and cavalry units,
including four post-9/11 operational
and combat tours in Kuwait and Iraq.

Maj. Gen. Bayer was the Deputy
Chief of Staff for Strategic Plans and
Policy, Headquarters Supreme Allied
Command Transformation, NATO and
held numerous other staff assignments.
He commanded C Company and
Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion,
69th Armor in Kitzingen, Germany;
2nd Battalion 69th Armor at Ft.
Benning and in Kuwait as well as the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment at Ft.
Irwin and in Iraq during Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Maj. Gen. Bayer’s
awards include the Distinguished
Service Medal, Silver Star, Legion of
Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, and Meritorious Service
Medal. He is a 1984 graduate of Lehigh

University with a B.S. in Marketing and
earned a master’s degree in Security
Studies from the U.S. Army War College
in 2004.

Dr. Richard J. Williams ‘62

Professional Achievement

The Valedictorian of the Class of
1962, Dr. Williams earned a degree
in geology from Lehigh University
after which he received a Ph.D. in
geochemistry from Johns Hopkins.

After his Ph.D. work, he joined
NASA in Houston and earned a
technical degree (Masters level) in
Public Administration from the
University of Houston. At NASA, Dr.
Williams served as a Research Scientist
at the Johnson Space Craft Center. He
was involved extensively with the Space
Station programs and was in charge
of the many experiments conducted
on the Space Station. He was also the
Manager of Planetary Geology and
Physics at NASA prior to his retirement.

During his time at NASA, he either
was the author, co-author, editor, or
co-editor of 63 papers and technical
reports. Dr. Williams has received
numerous awards from NASA, including
a NASA Certificate of Commendation
for his contributions in the field
of geochemistry as it applies to the
geological process on the moon.

Following his retirement from
NASA after 25 years, he has become
heavily involved in volunteer work in
the Reston, Virginia, area with several
religious and community groups and
has been recognized for his volunteer
work in various capacities at the local,
county, state, and national levels for his
work on social programs. &

MM raises more than

Celebrate MMU’s 140th birthday
with a $14 gift to the Annual Fund!

$11,000 on Day of Giving

MMI held the first-ever day of giving on May 7,
which was the first day of classes in 1879, in celebration

of our 140th anniversary. It was a huge success thanks to
so many generous donors in our community.

——Preparatory School

We collected 175 gifts for a total of $11,573, which
well-surpassed our goal of 140 gifts of $14 each. Thank
you!

140th Anniversary Giving Day Challenge
Tuesday, May7
Help us reach 140 gifts of $14 in 24 hours (dlick here)
#MMIlgivel40




Around Campus

Carl Achhammer, Jr. from NEPA Bonsai Society provided a
cross-curricular lesson to students in Chinese Language,
Advanced Art, and Marine Biology on the art of Bonsai.

All students learned more about this Asian art form, while
advanced art students were seen sketching the trees and Marine
Biology students benefited from the information provided
regarding growth patterns and soil needs for successful growth
and sustainability of the Bonsai Trees.

The top academic students from five area schools were honored
June 6 as the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce held its
45th annual academic achievement awards dinner at Capriotti’s
Palazzo. Neal DeAngelo III 01 of Tri-Mountain Ventures was
the keynote speaker. Honored from MMI were seniors: Mahum
Ahmed, Alexander Kline, Morgan Long, Kaitlyn McGeehan,
Frederick Mejia, Christine Park, Brian Payne, Alexander
Sessock, Coleman Smith, and Zachary Young.

Motivational speakers group Be a Hero, LLC, gave two
presentations to the students about the impact bullying has
on our schools, neighborhoods, and individuals. During

the presentation, Tom Murphy and Rick Yarosh provided an
energetic and interactive discussion focusing on the bystanders
and empowering them to make a difference. The crux of the
Sweethearts and Heroes presentation was five specific “Bully
Buttons” that combine to form a call to action against bullying.
Yarosh, a retired sergeant with the U.S. Army who was burned
over most of his body during conflict in Iraq, served as the
“H.O.P.E.” expert and gave a message about overcoming
adversity and turning a negative situation into a positive one.

Senior Nicholas Carrato was awarded the 2019 Jeff Patterson
Scholarship from the Air & Expedited Motor Carriers
Association (AEMCA). The scholarship is presented to a
qualified high school senior who plans to pursue a career in
logistics. Carrato plans to attend the Penn State Smeal School of
Business to major in logistics and supply chain management.

Senior Summer Evancho announced that she will continue her
academic and volleyball careers at Marywood University.

Five students completed several community service projects
across Greater Hazleton as members of the 2018-19 Junior
Leadership Hazleton class. Juniors Carter Frask, Catherine
Havrilla, Madyson Hornack, Josiah Pacchioli, and Benjamin

Chinese III & IV and Spanish III & IV students and
chaperones visited New York City for lessons in culture,
art, and traditions of their respective languages.

Over spring break, one section of the Auxiliary
Gymnasium got a facelift and there were baseball and
softball batting cage improvements made courtesy of
The Benjamin P. Turri Athletic Endowment Fund of the
Luzerne Foundation.

Putnam joined other students from schools throughout Greater
Hazleton to host a Thanksgiving party for the children at
Helping Hands, a Christmas party for Head Start students,

and a Christmas party for the residents of Heritage Hill Senior
Community.

Thirteen students participated in German Day at Penn State
University’s Main Campus. Daniel DeMelfi placed first in Level
3 Spelling. The Trivia Team of DeMelfi, Anna Hoxha, Paige
Matchick, Natalie Graham, Morgan Hosier, Louis DeAngelo,
Reiley DeStefano, Elias Bachman, Peter Walko, Dustin Paul,
Alain Benetiz, Joshua Galbiati, and Althea Stewart tied for
first place. Louis DeAngelo was second in Level 2 Spelling and
Alain Benitez finished 3rd in Level 1 Poetry.

MMI Director of Enrollment Management & Marketing Marci
Hosier was the speaker at the Greater Hazleton Chamber of
Commerce’s May Women's Networking Luncheon sharing
insights and basics on effectively using LinkedIn.

This spring, junior baseball player AJ Jordan earned Standard
Speaker Athlete of the Week honors as he went 4-for-4 with the
game-winning RBI double in the eighth inning against Hanover
Area. The next day, he pitched a complete-game, three-hit
shutout against Mountain View.

The National Federation of Music Clubs awarded its highest
honor, the President’s Gold Cup award, to senior Alexander
Kline. For the past 12 years, he performed two memorized
piano solos each year for the federation, and throughout high
school performed a movement of a piano concerto in order to
receive this award.

Seniors Morgan Long and Coleman Smith were named 2019
Hazleton Rotary Memorial Scholarship recipients. Coleman will
receive a scholarship of $2,000 per year for a total of $8,000 for
four years while Morgan receives a scholarship valued at $1,250
a year for a total of $5,000 for four years.

The following basketball players were named to the Hazleton
Standard Speaker All-Area Basketball Teams: senior Matthew
Marchetti was named to the First Team and honorable
mentions included junior Mason Marchetti, senior Keefer




Around Campus (continued)

Hoover, junior Marcus Kassick, sophomore Kimberly
Amentler, and sophomore Irene Altmiller.

Senior Matthew Marchetti will continue his academic
and basketball careers at Misericordia University. Following
this year’s season, he was named to the Associated Press
Pennsylvania Sports Writers All-State Boys Basketball Third
Team.

Senior Frederick Mejia placed first in the individual
competition and joined classmates Brian Payne, Zachary
Young, Alexander Sessock, Daniel DeMelfi, Wesley Guarneri,
Alexander Kline, and Coleman Smith to capture the top prize
in the team event at the 71st annual Luzerne County Council
of Teachers of Mathematics (LCCTM) contest, which was held
at Wilkes University.

As requested by the
Freeland American
Legion each year, one
MMI student delivers
the Gettysburg
Address at the
Freeland Memorial
Day celebration. This
year, junior Benjamin
Putnam was selected
to make the speech.

Four students received awards in the 24th annual Israel T. &
Mildred Klapper Memorial Holocaust Essay Contest, marking
the first time in the history of the contest that one school

won all four awards in the Middle School and High School
categories. Eighth grader Jakob Narrow placed first in the
Middle School division and junior Adam Tron won the High
School division. Eighth grader Lauren Urosevich was second
in the Middle School category and senior Wesley Guarneri was
second in the High School category.

Ninth grade Biology students released the product of

MMTI’s Trout in the Classroom efforts in late spring. This
interdisciplinary program helps students learn about cold water
conservation by raising brook trout from eggs to fingerlings in
a classroom aquarium.

The MMI Parents Association sponsored a distracted driving
event on campus in April. Representatives from UPMC, PA State
Police, NE Highway Safety Program, Pathway to Recovery, AAA
Mid Atlantic, and Earley Polli Insurance (Erie Insurance) visited
with sophomores, juniors, and seniors to show them the effects
of driving while impaired and distracted. Students started the
day hearing from District Magistrate James Dixon who spoke
about distracted and impaired driving from both a personal
and professional perspective.

Three MMI seventh grade students participated in the PMEA
District 9 Chorus Fest on May 10. They had all-day rehearsals
with several hundred other singers from middle schools

throughout NEPA. The event was held at Wallenpaupack North
Intermediate School and culminated with a public concert in
the evening.

Over spring break, sophomore Emily Ryan traveled to West
Palm Beach, where she attended a five-day road race school
through Bertil Roos Race School based in Blakeslee. She earned
a certificate in advanced race car driving and is now eligible
for her full road race license with SCCA (Sports Car Club of
America). She plans on racing five times this summer all over
the Northeast U.S.

An Eagle Scout Court of Honor was held by Boy Scout Troop
473 of Freeland and three MMI seniors were elevated to the
rank of Eagle Scout. Coleman Smith chose to do restoration
work on the greenhouse at the Sophia Coxe Memorial
Foundation and Education Center in Drifton for his Eagle Scout
project. Alexander Sessock elected to work on the restoration
of the storage shed at the Education Center. Elliot Blasko built
10 wooden duck boxes and delivered them to the Pennsylvania
Game Commission’s Northeast Region headquarters for his
project.

Sixth grade Geography students took a guided “Around
the World” tour at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, seeing
pieces from India, Japan, China, France, the United States,
and Mexico. They also visited the Shofuso Japanese House
and Garden, where they learned about traditional Japanese
architecture and how to serve ceremonial Matcha tea.

A group of students attended the Spring Symposium “Girl
Power in STEM: Get Inspired” with members of the MMI
faculty.

English instructor Donna Titus was selected to attend the
Teaching Shakespeare Institute’s Summer Academy 2019:
Teaching Othello at the Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington, D.C.

Upper school science students experienced CRNA training
first hand when students and instructors from Bloomsburg
University’s Nurse Anesthesia program visited campus in late
April.

Freshman Kaylee Witner was selected as a Division 3 Second
Team All-Star by the Wyoming Valley Softball Coaches
Association this spring.

When a fan collapsed
during an MMI
basketball game,
certified athletic
trainer Joseph Rosell
sprung into action.
Finding the man
unresponsive after he
went into cardiac arrest,
“Trainer Joe,” as he is
affectionately known
to MMI'’s students,
used his portable AED
and helped him regain
consciousness.




MMI thanks donors at annual reception

The Head of School’s Donor Recognition Reception was held from 12-2 p.m. on Saturday, March 24, prior to Open House. The afternoon
gathering featured cocktails and brunch in the Joseph A. Turri ‘45 Library and Learning Center. Guests were then invited to wander the
MMI campus to view our student’s independent research projects at their leisure. All MMI students in grades six through 12 created
projects in the fields of literature, mathematics, science, or social studies. Senior students also had the opportunity to present culinary
projects. This special reception recognized MMI friends and supporters who are members of the Black Diamond Society, the Timber Society,
the Eckley B. & Sophia G. Coxe Society, the 1879 Society, the Mining & Mechanical Circle, the Head of School’s Circle, and the Red Club.

Alumni gather at Philly Mini Reunion
| " ————] ,_ |

The Philadelphia Mini-Reunion was held on April 25 at Tir Na Nog. The event saw 28 people in attendance, including Acting Head of School Dr. William
Shergalis ‘58 and his wife, Miki, Chairman of the MMI Board of Directors John Hersker ‘76, faculty members Patricia Medvecky and Donna Titus, retired
faculty member Dennis Clarke, and Director of Advancement Kim McNulty. It was great to see so many alumni gather in support of this event!

Prepper Playhouse presents

musical Young Frankenstein

The MMI Prepper Playhouse presented “The New Mel Brooks
Musical, Young Frankenstein” on April 5 and 6 in the Athletic
and Drama Complex. The musical was under the direction of
Student Director Summer Evancho, Student Art Director Bailey
Slusser, and Stage Manager Kaitlyn McGeehan. The production
was also under the faculty guidance of Director Joanne Oakum,
Art Director Lisa Ferry, Wardrobe Director Susan Moyer, and
Technical Director T.R. Laputka.




Milestones

Events in the lives of the MMI family

Weddings

Megan Kost ‘12 and [an Owens were married on December
31, 2018. The ceremony was held at Ridgecrest at The
Stroudsmoor Country Inn, Stroudsburg. The bride was
attended to by Alyssa Triano ’12 as maid of honor. Serving
as groomsmen were Kevin Kost ‘04 and Frank Kost '02.

Jessica Butler and Dr. Anthony Orlando '06 were
married on January 20, 2019, at Vibiana in Los Angeles,
California. In attendance were (below, standing from
left to right): Jessica Malloy ‘06, Sarah Czypinski ‘06,
Noelle Brandmier ‘06, Ian Kollar ‘06, Jessica Orlando,
Dr. William Shergalis ‘58, Angad Aulakh '06, Joseph
Rudawski, and (seated, from left to right) Dr. Anthony
Orlando 06 and Neil Makhija ‘0S.

Engagements

Brianna Kramer ‘09 is engaged to Nicholas Mills. Brianna
is a graduate of Ursinus College, where she earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English and a secondary
teaching certification. After graduating, she relocated to
Summerville, South Carolina where she is a middle school
teacher and freelance writer. Nicholas is a graduate of
Wiesbaden High School, Germany, where he lettered in
varsity baseball. After graduating, Nicholas relocated to
Summerville, South Carolina where he is a maintenance
technician and woodworker.

Births

Nina Dei Tos Zanon '01 and Scott Zanon celebrated
the birth of their daughter, Cecelia Margaret Zanon,
on November 14, 2018. The Zanon family lives in
Mountaintop.

Deaths

Dorothy Bell passed away on February 22, 2019. She is
survived by her husband, Clyde Bell '43; son Dr. Peter and
his wife, Irene; daughter Wendy Stutz and her husband,
Joseph; daughter Debby Nelson and her husband, Doug; and
eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Past MMI Board member James K. Conahan '68 passed
away on February 26, 2019. He served as a member of the
Board of Directors from 2000-2004 and is survived by his
wife, Patricia.

James L. Dei Tos passed away on May 5, 2019. He is
survived by his wife, Leona; son Nicholas L. Dei Tos
’71 and wife, Patricia; son James and his wife, Sue;
sister Emily Watahovich and her husband, Charles; and
granddaughters, Nina C. Zanon '01 and her husband,
Scott; Maria Wirjosemito ‘05 and her husband, Adam;
Gabrielle Giuliano ‘08 and her husband, Bradley; and
great-granddaughter, Cecelia Zanon.

James ]. Havrilla passed away June 10, 2019. He is survived
by his wife, Emily; daughter Catherine Havrilla '20; sister
Linda Dowgala and her husband, David; brother Stephen
Havrilla; and several nephews and cousins.

Dr. Bernard J. Hine, DMD passed away on March 19, 2019.
He is survived by his wife, Cheryl, and children Michael
and Bridget Hine ‘08.

Ronald D. Hreha passed away on April 6, 2019. Surviving
are his wife, Rosalie; son Eric and his wife, Elizabeth; and
granddaughter, Elise Hreha '19.

William J. Macarevich passed away on March 28, 2019. He
is survived by his wife, Barbara; children Brian Macarevich
and his wife, Carol; Diane Kooker and her husband,
Dennis; and Gary Macarevich and his wife, Jing Wu; and
grandchildren, Michael Macarevich 12, Matthew and
Livia Kooker, and Franklin Wu Macarevich.

Martin C. Nocchi passed away June 22, 2019. He is survived
by his wife Barbara; his sons, David and his wife, Marie;
Marty; and Dan and his wife, Susan; daughters, Teresa

and Walter Golab; Lisa and Rob Nairns; and Kathleen and
Nick Evancho; and seven grandchildren including Brianna
Nocchi "13.

Michael G. Oleyar '63 passed away on March 7, 2019. He is
survived by son, Michael Jr. and his wife, Kristen, and their
children, Marshall and Sofia; daughter Molly; and sister
Joan Oleyar.

Vincent Vivaldo passed away on March 27, 2019. He is
survived by his wife, Delfina; son, Sam and his wife,
Debbie; daughter Cathy Kline and her husband, Jerry;
grandsons Vincent and his wife, Amanda; Bryan and his
wife, Kate; Alexander G. Kline ‘19 and Owen Kline; and
great-grandaughters Aubrey and Adelaide.

Joseph S. Zoldi passed away March 31, 2019. He is survived
by his wife, Lois; daughters Heather Warner and Hope Frask
and her husband, Corey; and five grandchildren, Ethan
Warner 19, Grace Warner ‘22, Carter Frask ‘20, Noah
Frask, and Adam Frask.




Alumni Notes

What's happening with MMI graduates around the globe

Angelica Alday '18
(right) was recently
inducted into the
Phi Eta Sigma
honor society at
Duquesne. Phi Eta
Sigma encourages
and rewards
freshmen who earn
a cumulative G.P.A.
of 3.5 or more their
first semester in
college.

Kokt Mo o

Angelica Alday ‘18

Douglas Genetti '17 traveled to Japan in March with
Delaware Valley University as part of the University’s Place
Studies course. The University’s Department of English
offers the Place Studies course and participants learn about
the cultural significance of the places they visit through
poetry, drama, short fiction, novels, films, and supplemental
materials.

Freeland Fire Department (FFD) personnel, including

Cal Herring '74 and MMI Director of Facilities Joseph
Stepansky, were honored at the Freeland American Legion
Post 473 during their annual Memorial Day Ceremony.
Certificates and citations were presented due to the actions of
these firefighters at a fatal incident on February 24 and the
resultant Mayday call. Those honored were: Chief Stepansky,
Certificate of Heroism; Deputy Chief Richard Lindsey,
Certificate of Valor; engineers Larry Stepansky and Herring,
Certificates of Heroism; and engineer Stan Quantance,
Certificate of Valor. Stepansky was also honored with a Valor
Award by the Six County Fireman's Association at its annual
convention in June and will be receiving The Valley Preferred
Spirit of Courage Award this fall from the Lehigh Valley
Health Network and Burn Prevention Network.

Sydney Karpowich 18 participated in Villanova’s Global
Citizens Singapore Program. One of twelve freshmen,
Sydney moved overseas to complete a dual study abroad

and internship program. During her time, she also traveled
to Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Indonesia.
While overseas, Sydney studied Macroeconomics, Business
and Society in Asia, and Modern Augustine Culture taught
by a mix of Villanova and native instructors from Singapore.
She will also be working full time as an audit intern at an
Asian accounting firm.

Former Freeland Little
League star Bob Koslap '65
threw out the first pitch

as part of the league’s
opening day ceremonies
on April 27. Bob played

in the league from 1956-
1960 and eventually

was inducted into the
Freeland Little League Hall
of Fame. He still enjoys
playing baseball near his
hometown of Milton.

Bob Koslap 65

Gabriella Kupsho ’18 was awarded the STAR (Students
Tackling Advanced Research) Fellowship from the Pennoni
Honors College at Drexel University for Summer 2019. This
program allows select freshmen students to be mentored

by Drexel University researchers based on their research
interests. Funding allows students to pursue an individual
research project, which they present at STAR Scholars
Summer Showcase in August. Gabriella was paired with Dr.
Amy L. Throckmorton, the associate professor and director of
the BioCirc Research Laboratory in the School of Biomedical
Engineering, Science, and Health Systems at Drexel
University. As a member of the Pennoni Honors College,
Gabriella is a rising sophomore in the BS/MD program at
Drexel University majoring in biomedical engineering.

Andrea Lara "12 recently earned her Master of Science
degree in biochemistry from The University of Scranton.

Maggie Mistal ‘91, a celebrated career coach and MMI
commencement speaker, travelled to Lisbon this May to host
a career exploration and soul search retreat. To learn more
about Maggie, visit https://www.maggiemistal.com/meet-
maggie.

Alessandra Ortiz 15 has been awarded a research fellowship
for the 2019-2020 academic year at Drexel’s WELL Center
(Center for Weight,

Eating, and
Lifestyle Science).
She presented

her research
poster, entitled
“Correlations
Between
Orthorexia
Nervosa
Constructs and
Bulimia Nervosa
Symptomatology
in an Eating
Disorder
Treatment-Seeking
Sample,” at
Drexel’s second
annual Symposium
of Undergraduate
Research in
Psychology and

at the 2019 Week
of Undergraduate
Excellence.
Research was
conducted under mentors from the WELL Center.

Alessandra Ortiz '15

Lois Ann Polashenski '17 traveled to Athens, Greece
recently as part of the Carmen Twillie Ambar Sophomore
Expedition at Cedar Crest College. The Sophomore
Expedition is a guaranteed study-abroad program. In the
spring semester of their sophomore year, students participate
in a series of classes to prepare them for the trip. Then they
spend 8-10 days traveling as a class to an international
destination, where they participate in a number of service
activities.




Alumni Notes

Francis Swankoski III 11 recently graduated with his
Doctorate in Pharmacy degree from Thomas Jefferson
University, School of Pharmacy. He is a 2015 graduate of the
University of Scranton with a Bachelor’s degree in chemistry.
He currently resides in Wynnewood, PA, and has accepted a
position with CVS Pharmacy in Philadelphia.

Lora Schell "13 recently presented research at Lash Miller
Chemical Labs in Toronto, Canada. She graduated from the
University of Delaware with a Master’s degree in Biological
Sciences with a concentration in Cell and Organ Systems
Physiology and will defend her Master’s thesis in July.
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Lora Schell 13

After graduating from Wilkes University with a degree in
electrical engineering, Kaitlyn Sitch "14 passed on job

offers from Fiat Chrysler and two other companies to pursue
graduate studies at Temple Engineering. Though she’s still
settling on a specific research area (power electronics or
power systems lead the list), her current work is focused on
transportation. Working with faculty advisor Dr. Liang Du,
Kaitlyn is researching the viability of microgrid support for
electric buses. She recently presented her research at the IEEE
Transportation and Flectrification Conference.

Nicolas Vilov '15 was awarded the Outstanding Academic
Achievement in Risk Management and Insurance award
from the Department of Risk, Insurance, and Healthcare
Management at Temple University. He was also one of

the recipients of the Best Presenter Award at the Temple
University Risk Management Case Competition.

Deans List: Several MMI alumni earned Dean’s List honors
this past spring including: Anna Haber '18 (University of
Scranton), Edward Herbener '16 (Bloomsburg University of
Pennsylvania), Jai-Jacob Hoover 17 (University of Scranton),
Olivia Minzola ‘17 (Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania),
Mahad Muhammad 18 (University of Scranton), Anna
Olivieri '17 (Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania),
Keenan Overa '17 (Lehigh University), Jesse Plaksa '15 (East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania), Emily Seratch

'15 (Elizabethtown College), Julia Snyder '18 (University of
Scranton), Cole Wenner '18 (Wilkes University), and Matthew
Yurish ‘13 (Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania).

Brone Lobichusky ‘10 graduated in May from Temple
University Medical School with a Doctor of Medicine
degree. During her four years at Temple, Brone was
actively engaged in the North Philadelphia community,
overseeing Temple’s MLK Day of Service and establishing
volunteer sites for medical school students at North
Philadelphia non-profit organizations. Brone was
president of Temple’s Emergency Action Corps’ Homeless
Initiative, in which she set up regular health screenings
for residents of homeless shelters and halfway houses.

She served as a mentor for medical students interested
in a general surgery career and Temple’s inaugural
Physician’s Assistant class. She also completed research
in the Orthopedics Department at Temple University
Hospital and was part of a city-wide trauma surgery
research project.

In addition to her involvement at Temple, Brone
explored her interest in international medicine and
participated in two medical mission trips to Panama
and Ecuador. In Panama, she organized primary care
clinics for the local Ngabe people. While in Ecuador, she
provided primary care to indigenous populations in the
Andes Mountains and assisted in several surgeries at a
local hospital.

Additionally, Brone was involved in class activities and
served as co-editor of the class of 2019’s yearbook, The
Skull. She was the chairperson for the annual medical

school formal at
Philadelphia’s
esteemed Racquet
Club.

She is a member of
several professional
societies, including
the American
Medical Association,
the Association of
Women Surgeons,
and the American
College of Surgeons.
In October, 2018 she
was selected to serve
as Temple’s student
representative at

the annual American
College of Surgeons’ conference in Boston. During the
past two years, Brone has written exam questions for a
medical board test preparation company.

Brone Lobichusky ‘10

Brone received a degree in biology from Swarthmore
College in Swarthmore, PA, where she was a starting
player on the NCAA volleyball team. She will continue
her medical training in the general surgery residency
program at Temple University Hospital.




Memorials

Library Memorials, Annual Fund Memorials, and Honors

donated between February 20 and June 25, 2019

In memory of Marianne Benick
Dr. John Della Croce 73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Lois Berwanger
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Margaret Bobby
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Charles Bodley
Mr. Edward Lesny 'S8 and
Mrs. Susanne Lesny

In memory of John Turner Book
Mr. Paul D. Lesser '73

In memory of Dr. Seymour Bronstein
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Irene Bunk
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Norman Ceriani
Mrs. Jill S. Rothstein 76

In memory of Joseph A. Chaykowski 48
Mr. Anthony C. Merlo

In memory of Marshall Clymer
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of James Conahan ‘68
Dr. Thomas J. Conahan III ’59 and
Mrs. Catherine Conahan

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G. Rudawski

In memory of James Cooper
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Dr. John J. Coyle
Atty. John Coyle '87 and
Atty. Julie Coyle

In memory of Ronald Decker
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of James Dei Tos
Mr. David Bogansky
Dr. Richard Bott '79 and
Mrs. Nadine Bott
Ms. Elaine Craig
Dr. John Della Croce ‘73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce
Mr. Jeffrey Gittleman and
Ms. De Ann Miller
Dr. William Shergalis '58 and
Mrs. Miki Shergalis

In memory of Colleen Donlin
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mirs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Michael Drewniak
Mzr. and Mrs. William J. Flood

In memory of Rose Eichert
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In honor of Reed Floryshak '24
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Reed

In memory of Ann Gallagher
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Robert Gaudio '54
Dr. John Gaudio ’57 and
Mrs. Jane Gaudio
Dr. William Shergalis '58 and
Mrs. Miki Shergalis

In memory of Anna Mae Gornal
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Scott Graham '84
Mr. Rusty Cassway and
Mrs. Karen Cassway '84

In memory of James Havrilla
MMI Parents Association

In memory of Dr. Bernard Hine
The Dei Tos Family
Mrs. Kathleen S. Haentjens

In memory of Mary Lou Kasputis
Ms. Lillian L. Urenovich

In memory of Carol Kopczynskie
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of John Kraynak
Ms. Maureen Salata

In honor of Michael Kranyak '25
Mr. Patrick Higgins

In memory of Maria Lechter
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Rebecca Machalla
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

MMI 2019 Prom was a night to remember!




In memory of Ann Marie Maholick
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Joan Murphy
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Martin Nocchi
The Dei Tos Family

In memory of Michael Oleyar Sr.
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In honor of the marriage of Anthony
Orlando '06 to Jessica Butler

Dr. William Shergalis '58 and
Mrs. Miki Shergalis

In memory of Donald Peters
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In honor of Desiree Pettrick '19
Mzr. John R. Petrick

In memory of John Podlesney
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mirs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Steven Pollack
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In honor of Cole Rinehimer '21
Mrs. Joan Rinehimer

In memory of Tyler Rochelle
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Ann Marie Rogers
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Carol Salnicky
Mr. David Bogansky

In memory of Pasco Schiavo
Dr. William Shergalis ‘58 and
Mrs. Miki Shergalis

In memory of David Schutter '57
Mzr. Daniel Schutter '57 and
Mrs. Linda Ann Schutter

In honor of Samuel Sessock ‘17 and
Alexander Sessock '19
Mr. and Mrs. James Fisher

In memory of Robert Skelly
Mr. Edward Lesny 58 and
Mrs. Susanne Lesny

In honor of Jacqueline Snyder '21
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Thinschmidt

In memory of Bernice Stark
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In honor of Althea Stewart '22
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bowman

In honor of Kasia Svendson 23
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Gassner

In memory of Michael Tate
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Joseph Tichy Jr.
Dr. John Della Croce '73 and
Mrs. Marybeth Della Croce

In memory of Walter Tunnessen '57
Mrs. Nancy L. Tunnessen

In memory of Dr. David Yakacki '69
Mrs. Linda Yakacki

In honor of Nicholas Young 17,
Zachary Young 19, and
Alexandra Young ‘21

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Young

In memory of Erwin Zinger
Mr. David Bogansky

In memory of Joseph Zoldi
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McGeehan
Mr. Robert Moisey and

Mrs. Janice Gans Moisey
Mr. Stanley B. Warner '92

Wister Quartet returns to MMI for 16th consecutive year

The nationally renowned and Grammy-nominated Wister

Quartet chamber ensemble visited MMI for the 16th consecutive
year on April 1 for its annual performance. The concert was
sponsored by Dr. James W. Feussner ‘65 in memory of Elizabeth
Feussner and The Sowers & Turri Music and Arts Fund of the
Luzerne Foundation. The evening program included two pieces
— “A Celestial Reflection” and “A Walk Interrupted” — that were
inspired by MM seventh and eighth grade string students and
arranged by Lloyd Smith and Allen Krantz, respectively. Wister
Quartet principal members are violinists Nancy Bean and Davyd
Booth, violist Pamela Fay, and cellist Lloyd Smith. Once again,
the Wister Quartet performed with guitarist Allen Krantz, a
critically acclaimed guitarist, composer, and chamber musician.
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MM seniors, juniors, and their guests let their individual styles shine as they dressed in their finest and celebrated prom night with an evening of
dinner and dancing on May 2 at Valley Country Club.
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Alumni Weekend
August 2-3, 2019
This year’s festivities will honor the reunion classes of 1939, 1944, 1949, 1954,

1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 2009, and 2014.
See pages 14-15 for more details.

Thank you,
MMI faculty!

Members of the 2018-19 faculty pose for
their photograph before commencement.
Front row, from left: Donna Titus, Laurie
Mele, Christina Spencer, Syra Dewar,
Susan Moyer, Melissa McHale, and
Christine Lizbinski. Second row: Patricia
Medvecky, Kathryn Green, Gabriela
Moustardas, Jennifer Novotney, Katherine
Zucco, and Acting Head of School
William A. Shergalis, Ph.D. ‘58. Third
row: Lisa Marie Ferry, Grete Floryshak,
and Amanda Shonk. Fourth row: Cheryl
Bayo, Stella Boosalis, and Rev. Lawrence
Barriger. Fifth row: Michael Mele, Timothy
Garvey, Daniel DeMelfi, Michael Scarlato,
and Stephanie Shandra. Sixth row: Justin
Vincent, Vincent Vella, Anthony Cusat,
and Gerard Pierotti.

Important Dates

New Student Orientation

First Day of School

Back to School Wine and Cheese

Meet the Teachers Night

Freshmen Orientation and Pajama Parade
Freshmen-Senior Activities and Bondfire

August 26
August 27
August 28
September 10
September 19
September 20




